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Avoid these common pitfalls when using direct quotations in your papers.  Here are two common 

problems and how to fix them. 

 

Do not drop in a quote! 

Integrating quotations into a paragraph smoothly takes practice.  Although some students think 

it’s ok to drop a quote their writing with little preamble, this makes for clunky and amateurish 

writing. “Carefully integrate quotations into your text so that they flow smoothly and clearly into 

the surrounding sentences.” (Lunsford et al. 214). That way your quotations will enhance your 

writing rather than detract from the paper. 

 

Instead, integrate quotes. 

Integrating quotations into a paragraph smoothly takes practice.  Although some students think 

it’s ok to drop a quote their writing with little preamble, this makes for clunky and amateurish 

writing. According to the writing handbook, The Everyday Writer,  it’s important to, “Carefully inte-

grate quotations into your text so that they flow smoothly and clearly into the surrounding sen-

tences.” (Lunsford et al. 214). That way your quotations will enhance your writing rather than de-

tract from the paper. 

 

Missing the analysis: 

Shakespeare ‘s witches in Macbeth are some of the most quoted characters of all time.  This is    

especially true around Halloween.  The three witches stand around a cauldron and chant in unison, 

“Double, Double Toil and Trouble;/ Fire burn and cauldron bubble” (Pechman). 

 

Make sure to add analysis 

Shakespeare ‘s witches in Macbeth are some of the most quoted characters of all time.  This is espe-

cially true around Halloween.  The three witches stand around a cauldron and chant in unison, 

“Double, double toil and trouble;/ Fire burn and cauldron bubble” (Pechman). This brings to 

mind three hags standing around a smoking, bubbling pot stirring up trouble for Macbeth.  He 

certainly doesn’t need any more trouble on his side, but the witches' song foreshadows for the  

audience that life is about to become a hell on earth for Macbeth. 




