VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUE
Lexington, Virginia

GENERAL ORDER)
NUMBER 45) 26 July 2024

POLICY FOR USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS, NICOTINE VAPOR
PRODUCTS, AND ALTERNATIVE NICOTINE PRODUCTS

1. Purpose: To provide a safe and healthy environment for both cadets and employees of
Virginia Military Institute, as it relates to the use of tobacco products.

2. Definitions: This policy refers to all tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and
alternative nicotine products.

a.

b.

"Tobacco product” means any product made of tobacco and includes cigarettes, cigars,
smokeless tobacco, pipe tobacco, bidis, and wrappings.

"Nicotine vapor product™ means any noncombustible product containing nicotine that
employs a heating element, power source, electronic circuit, or other electronic,
chemical, or mechanical means, regardless of shape or size, that can be used to produce
vapor from nicotine in a solution or other form. "Nicotine vapor product"” includes any
electronic cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar
product or device, and any cartridge or other container of nicotine in a solution or other
form that is intended to be used with or in an electronic cigarette, electronic cigar,
electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar product or device.

3. Applicability: This policy applies to all cadets, employees, visitors, contractors and all
other individuals on VMI property. The policy for cadets is in accordance with Blue Book
Regulations.

Policy:
a.

Use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine products in
VMI-owned or leased buildings, covered walkways, temporary enclosed structures,
trailers, and tents as well as structures placed on state-owned property by contractors or
vendors is prohibited.

Use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine products in
VMI-provided vehicles is prohibited.

Purchase, possession of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products and alternative
nicotine products by a person under 21 years of age is prohibited. Selling or providing
tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine products to persons
under 21 years of age is prohibited. Either action is a violation of Virginia Code 818.2-
371.2

Outside use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine
products will not be permitted within 50 feet of any building entrance or exit.

The list of authorized locations (Designated Smoking Locations) for use of tobacco
products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine products is appended to this
General Order. Note: In accordance with Blue Book Regulations, the only authorized
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location for cadet use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative
nicotine products is the Designated Smoking Area located behind barracks.

Users are asked to leave authorized locations for use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor
products, and alternative nicotine products free of cigarette butts and other trash
materials. Ash urns are provided at outside locations to aid smokers in disposing of
smoking materials.

Use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine products will
not be permitted in outside areas identified as hazardous areas.

In further recognition of the incompatibility of VMI’s educational mission and the

promotion of tobacco products:

No tobacco-related advertising or sponsorship shall be permitted on VMI property, at
VM1 sponsored events, or in publications produced by the VMI, with the exception of
advertising in a newspaper or magazine that is not produced by the Institute, and which
is lawfully sold, bought, or distributed on VMI property. For the purposes of this policy,
“tobacco related” applies to the use of a tobacco brand or corporate name, trademark,
logo, symbol, or motto, selling message, recognizable pattern or colors, or any other
indicia of product identical to or similar to, or identifiable with, those used for any brand
of tobacco products or company which manufactures tobacco products, or smoking
products. Tobacco related products shall not be sold or distributed as samples on VMI

property.

5. Responsibilities:

a.

b.

It is the responsibility of each employee and visitor to observe the Use of Tobacco
Products, Nicotine Vapor Products, and Alternative Nicotine Products.

It is the responsibility of supervisors, department heads, or Commandant’s staff to
enforce the provisions of this policy in their area of accountability.

The Physical Plant Department will post no-smoking signs in each facility and at
vestibules and lobbies, loading docks, and similar entryways where persons enter and
exit a facility.

6. Sanctions: Employee sanctions will be commensurate with the severity and/or frequency of
the offense and may include termination of employment. Cadet sanctions will be
commensurate with the severity and/or frequency of the offense as outlined in VMI
Regulations, the “Bluebook.”

7. Exclusions: Approved laboratory research, dramatic productions, and career services
programs will be excluded from this policy.

8. Interpretation: The authority to interpret this policy is generally delegated to the Director
of Human Resources in most cases, with cadet-related interpretation delegated to the
Commandant. The interpretations will be consistent with Virginia Code §18.2-371.2.

9. Prevention, Cessation, and Elimination of Tobacco Use: Resources related to cessation of
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use of tobacco products, nicotine vapor products, and alternative nicotine products are
available from Cadet Counseling, Post Physician, and the Human Resources Office.

FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT:

John M. Young
Colonel, Virginia Militia
Chief of Staff

DIST: E, Cadets

OPR: HR/Physical Plant



GENERAL ORDER NUMBER 45, 26 July 2024, Page 4

\;«\,\
\ \

; \
; i

\\ o é 7 HONYHE NMOL: ? | |
W\ ~ AN =3 7 A |

\ N ongnanowal [ |
NYORIY 3RO i

uoles0T 020egO] Jusuewssd @
uone20 000BqO] AeQ awes)
uonduosag

W ILNLILSNI AAVLITIW VINIDYIA

&

\ INLVIS HLMS
_XCHNISNIN WA
[ TIYH vOWAW ~3NLVIS

NOSDVr  LDRIVININ TIVH Hl

OO aNnos 3avavd
HEH(S AUVHEI HOMY3SI
N g311v8 130YD QN TIVHSHYI 3 398030 —
& INLVISNOSYOVI
HILND HOLISIA WA
TSanIS TIVH NI

I1eH AUy
1O UoNeoo| shdwed

o IPNOITVDVISIO -
=i, oy b



