The VMI Core Curriculum:
The Nucleus of Citizenship and Leadership
Course Proposal
The VMI Core Curriculum is a common and mutually reinforcing set of courses and experiences
designed to cultivate the essential characteristics of the citizen-soldier—a person of character
who is able to anticipate, respond, and lead in a complex and changing world.
Through required courses and carefully managed elective opportunities, students develop habits
of mind (learning to read, think, inquire, and communicate effectively) and habits of living
(committing themselves to ethical behavior and lifelong learning and wellness). This nucleus of
experience enables their development as students and prepares them to become strong
contributors to their communities, their professions, and the nation following graduation.
This proposal form is designed to elicit information that will help the Core Curriculum Oversight
Committee (Core Curriculum Oversight Committee) understand how the course you are
proposing will enable students to realize the learning outcomes the Core is intended to develop.
* * * * *
A. Course Information
1. Department: ___________________________________________________________
2. Course Number:_________________________

3. Credit Hours___________

4. Full Course Title: ______________________________________________________
5. Course Description (as it will appear on the syllabus):

6. Prerequisite(s) ________________________________________________________
7. This is (check one)
____ An existing course with less than 75% content revision to meet core curriculum
expectations
____ An existing course with greater than 75% content revision to meet core curriculum
expectations*
____ A new course*
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*CCOC approval of a course in this category is contingent upon approval of the course
by the Academic Board. Normally, such courses should be approved by the Academic
Board prior to submission for CCOC review.
8. When do you expect to offer the course first? ________________________________
And on what schedule thereafter? ______________________________________
9. Expected enrollment per section: _____
10. Provide the following information for each faculty member who will teach the course.
(Department heads may update this list as needed.)
a. Faculty member’s name
b. Status (part-time or full-time)
c. SACS qualifications to teach this course?

11. Resources (existing or new) required to offer the course for the core curriculum:

B. Core Curriculum Contributions
Check the primary core curriculum component for which the approval for the course is proposed.
A course may be proposed for only one category, except Civilizations and Cultures and
Capstone courses, which may also qualify for the Writing-Intensive designation.
Key Competencies
____ Written Communication
____ Oral Communication
____ Scientific Analysis
____ Mathematical Reasoning
____ Physical Education
Foundations of Citizenship and Leadership
____ ROTC
____ Leadership
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Perspectives on Civilization and Human Achievement
____ World History
____ Civilizations and Cultures (see Appendix)
Integrative Experiences
____ Writing-Intensive Courses (see Appendix)
____ Capstone Experiences

C. Syllabus
Attach a complete course syllabus, including an outline of topics, texts, readings, and
assignments. In multi-sectioned courses a common syllabus must be used by all instructors.
In addition to the other requirements established in the Academic Regulations, every core
curriculum course syllabus must also include a listing of the specific intended learning outcomes
that the course is designed to develop. These outcomes may be incorporated in a section with
other course goals, but they must be expressed in the exact language approved by the Academic
Board and must be readily discernable as primary objectives for the course.
When possible, attach sample assignments.
D. Discussion
Please attach narrative responses to the following questions.
1. Briefly describe how the course will address each of the intended learning outcomes
required by the core curriculum component for which approval is sought.
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2. Describe the plan for assessing the course’s learning outcomes. (This plan should be
developed in close consultation with the CCOC subcommittee and/or the Office of
Assessment and Institutional Research.)

3. The core curriculum must stimulate students’ intellectual curiosity and develop an
awareness of why these requirements have been established as the core academic
contribution to the Institute’s mission to develop citizen-soldiers. The CCOC therefore
encourages instruction that promotes active, engaged learning. Describe how the
pedagogy for this course addresses the issue of relevance and routinely engages students
as active learners.
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4. If this is a multi-section course, what faculty development plans does the department
have for ensuring consistency and effectiveness across the various sections? Please note
any resource requirements for faculty development in A.11.

Submitted by:
_____________________________________________date _________________
Course Coordinator (if appropriate)
_____________________________________________date _________________
Department Head
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Appendix
Component-Specific Requirements
.
Civilizations and Cultures (X) Courses
In addition to satisfying the other criteria for core curriculum courses, all courses proposed to
fulfill the civilizations and cultures requirement must be designed to embrace a pedagogy of
reflective learning facilitated by the use of the ePortfolio.
Accordingly, instructors who propose to teach a Civilizations and Cultures course thereby
commit themselves to embed and integrate thoroughly into their courses experiences that
cultivate learning in this way and steadily contribute to cadets’ successful production of multifaceted ePortfolios and effective reflective essays.
Faculty who submit a proposal express their willingness to adhere to these guidelines and to
participate in development activities designed to support their efforts in the classroom. In
addition, faculty who teach Civilizations and Cultures courses will participate in the training and
rating sessions for the annual assessment.

Writing-Intensive (W) Courses
In addition to satisfying the other criteria for core curriculum courses, all writing-intensive
courses must
a. be numbered 200 or above;
b. require substantially more writing than a non-W-I section of the same
course, with a minimum of 10 pages of carefully revised writing
submitted for grade; and
c. provide substantial guidance in techniques of revision.
In an attachment to the CCOC application, please provide this additional information about the
proposed writing-intensive course:
1. Types of Assignments. Describe the kinds of writing assignments that will be
required, providing the following information for each:
a. type of assignment
b. number of such assignments
c. whether the writing will take place in- or out-of-class, or both
d. approximate number of pages for each assignment (one “page” = 250 words)
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e. whether or not the assignment will be revised in response to the professor’s
comments.
2. Instruction in Revision. Explain generally how instruction in techniques of revision
will be handled in the course.
3. Course Grades. If not provided on the syllabus required in section C, provide a
percentage breakdown of the relative weight that each major element will be given in
determining the final grade for the course. Most important for this proposal are the
percentages determined by written materials, excluding essay exams (since they are
not typically revised).
4. Assessment. To ensure consistency with other assessment reporting requirements,
assessment of the writing component of W courses must be developed in
close consultation with the Institute Director of Writing and the Core Curriculum
Oversight Committee.

