VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
Lexington, Virginia
GENERAL ORDER)
NUMBER
66)

1 July 2014
COMMENCEMENT PARTICIPATION

1. Purpose: The following policy outlines the requirements that must be met in order for
cadets to participate in Commencement and/or receive diplomas during the Commencement
ceremony traditionally held on 16 May of each year. Note: This does not impact or change
the “10 hour rule.” This only applies to cadets being able to sit on the floor and cross the
stage during the 16 May Commencement ceremony.
2. Awarding of Degrees: Pursuant to VMI Regulations, in order to receive a diploma from
VMI and be considered a graduate, a cadet must have a conduct record that is satisfactory to
the Superintendent, be confirmed by the Academic Board, and complete all course
requirements, grade point average requirements, and must have been in residence at VMI for
at least three years. This general order does not change or modify any of these requirements
detailed in VMI Regulations.
3. Subject to the exception noted in paragraph 6, below, in order to fully participate in VMI
Commencement exercises, cadets must meet one of the following criteria:
a) All degree requirements have been completed.
Cadets meeting all published standards as outlined for the cadet’s program year and
approved by the Academic Board and VMI Board of Visitors may participate in
commencement proceedings with all of the rights and privileges of a graduating first
class cadet.
b) All degree requirements have not been completed.
Cadets who have not fully completed degree requirements may submit a formal appeal to
the Committee on Academic Appeals (CAA) under the guidelines published for the
Committee. Appeals must be received by the CAA prior the close of first class finals.
Appeals will only be considered when all of the following are satisfied:
1) The cadet clearly demonstrates truly extenuating circumstances which interfered with
on-schedule degree completion. Examples of extenuating circumstances include
deployment, illness, and emergencies involving an immediate family member; and
2) The cadet is in full-time attendance in the Corps of Cadets the semester of the
commencement proceedings; and
3) The cadet holds a satisfactory disciplinary standing as approved by the
Superintendent and Commandant; and
4) At the time of commencement, the cadet is within six credit hours of completing
degree requirements with a 2.0 or above cumulative and major GPA and provides an
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approved Transfer Credit Approval form or proof of summer session preregistration
as evidence of a plan for timely completion of his or her degree.
4. Cadets in this category who participate in commencement proceedings will be subject to the
following limitations:
a) The formal degree and diploma will not be conferred until all degree requirements have
been completed in accordance with all standard rules and regulations of the Institute, and
the candidate has been approved by the Academic Board and VMI Board of Visitors and
possesses a clean disciplinary record as determined by the Superintendent and
Commandant.
b) Cadets will be required to process and cross the stage with their designated major area of
study, with no minor(s), honors, or commissioning status noted. However, minor(s) and
honors will be noted on official transcripts once requirement are satisfied.
c) Upon completion of program requirements, the diploma will be mailed to the cadet at the
address designated with the Registrar’s Office.
5. Cadets who are academic first classmen, in full-time attendance in the Corps of Cadets the
semester of the commencement proceedings, and a member of the class that is graduating,
who do not meet the above criteria, may be allowed to sit in the rear behind the graduating
cadets. This will be dependent upon the availability of seats and after consultation with the
President of the First Class. Final approval authority rests with the Superintendent or Chief
of Staff.
6. Commencement Participation and Misconduct Cases: Those first class cadets who have
completed exams and expect to participate in Commencement must continue to maintain
expected standards of conduct and behavior. The Commandant of Cadets has the authority to
deny participation in Commencement to any graduating first classman who engages in
misconduct that occurs during the semester or between the period the end of classes and the
day of graduation (16 May). Those cadets so identified will be notified immediately by the
Commandant’s staff.

FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT:

James P. Inman
Colonel, US Army (Ret.)
Chief of Staff
DIST: E, Cadets
OPR: Registrar

2

